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PART I~ PRIMARY AND EXPORT INDUSTRIES. 


GENERAL. 


seasonal Conditions, During December there was moderate to heavy rainfall on 
the coast and northern and central tablelands and slopes. Pastures are in 
excellent condition, except in south-western and far western districts whioh 
remain very dry. 


The Minister for Agriculture stated that rural production in the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area was volucd at £265 m. in 1942/43, ‘This compares with £291 ms 
in 1941/42 and £1,8 me in 1938/39, 


eet The Australian target, fixcd carlicr at 174,000 acres to produce 
29,000 tons of potatces, has been increased on account of meat rationinge 
Arrangements have been made for the planting of 187,274 acres for an estimated 
yield of 568,000 tons. 


par,  Quconsland production of raw sugar (94 NT.) in 1943 is estimated at about 
50,000 tons by the Acting-Director, Burcau of Sugar Experiment Stations, | 
Deficicneies in field labour and fertiliser are indicated as important factors 
in the sharp decline in production since 1939. 
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SUGAR PRODUCTION IN QUEENSLAND. 


Cane 
per acre 


Aores 
Harvested. 


41939 261,047 
4940 265,738 
1044. 246, 937 
1942 2385213 
1943 | ~ 


The yield of camper acre has declined since 1939,as well as the acrcages 
Moreover, there has been an increase in the average quantity of cane crushed to 
produce a ton of sugare 


Production of raw sugar (94.N,T,) in NeSeWe inoreased from 45,106 tons in 
1938/39 to 48,336 tons in 1941/42. 


Eggs. The wholesale price of 1st quality hen eggs was increased by 2d, to 2S 
per doz. on 3rd January, 1944, Previously the price was 1s,7d. from 30th August 
and 1s.10d, from 20th December, 


WHEAT. 


Farmers are to receive itd. per bushel of wheat from the 194544 harvest to 
cover inorcased costs under the new "Harvest Worker's Avard", This is 
additional to the advances per bushel at growers! siding already decided upong 
viz. for the first 3,000 bushels, 4s. bagged and 3s,10d, bulk; for any excess over 
5,000 bushels, 256 bagged and 15e10d, bulk. 


Latest’ forecast of the 1943/44 Austrolian wheat harvest is 99 me bushels. 
This is about 56 me bushels less than tho 1942/43 crop. The Victorian forecast 
is appreciably less than half, and the South-Australian forecast a little more 
than half last season's yield, 
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Np SeWe Vice SeAbe Wels gtiand, Total. 


Million bushels 


1939/40 76,6 45,0 Atet 40,9 656 210.3 
1940/44 2349 13.5 1749 211 5e7 13261 
1941/42 4865 47.0 30.5 S745 320 166,6 
1942/45 5167 414.8 3605 20,6 500 15597 
1945/44 (forecast) 42.5 17.0 19.0 1640 465 99.0 


The Chairman of the Australian Wheat Boards declared at the end of November 
that if the present rate of disappearance continues, Australia's stocks of wheat 
(158 ms bushels) will be reduced to around 125 m. bushels twelve months henoo, 


An advanee of 4d. per bushel is to be paid from the Noe 5 Pool (1941/42 
harvest) on January ith, About £2,600,000 will be distributed on the 154 me 
bushels of wheat delivercd to the pool, ‘This is a third advance and brings 
the total advances for bagged wheat to 3se7d, per bushel, less freight, The 
Minister for Commerce stated that it would be scveral months before sales recently 
made could be canpletcd and the pool wound ups 


USA. A cabled press report states that the UeS. Department of Agriculture 
estimates the areca sown to winter wheat for harvest in 1944 at 47 mp acres, ‘This 
is nearly 10 mp acres more than last year, Total plantings last year were 
winter wheat 37,5 m, acres and all spring wheat 16 mp acres, 


WOOL. 


Ueiele statistios published by "Rayon Organon" depict the vast wartime 
expansion in the importation and gonsumption of raw wool in UeSeAe On a scoured 
wool basis consumption (in millions of lbs.) roge from 396 in 1939 to 662 in 
1941, then declined to 614 in 1942, The decline in 1942 occurred in carpet olass 
wooly consunption of apparol class wool continued to expand, Imports represented 
17% of the apparel class wool consuncd in 1939} the proportion was 57% in 1942. 
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UsSpAe CONSUMPTION OF RAW WOOL »« SCOURED BASIS, 
Millions of lbs. 


Apparel class, ALL classes, 
Year Domestic Foreign Total Domestic Foreign Total ; 
1939 ; 242 51 154 396 
1940 217 96 194 441 
1941 225 294 827 652 
_ 1942 | 244 326 370 614 


Estimated consumption of apparel wools in the first half of 1945 was greater 
than in the same period in 1942; vize, 509 me be as against 280 me lbe 


South Amerioa, Argentina is. carrying heavy stocks of wool, especially the 
coarser grades, due to war timo contraction of exports. Uruguay's stocks were 
rolicved by the export of large quantitios in 1942/43, chiefly to UsSelle 


4939/40 1940/41 1941/42 1942/43 


Milliosn of lbse — 


Exports of Wool = Bight months, Oct. to May, 


Argentina 260 341 137 157 
Uruguay 88 a Be 45 149 
Stocks at June ist. 

Argontina 194 210 3509 507 
Uruguay AA 29 63 23 
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Uruguay 114, Australia 984, 
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PART IT = FINANCE AND TRADE, 


GENERAL, 


It was announced that a London loan of £stge4.5 me which matured on January 
ist would be repaid. At the beginning of November, it was announced that 
advances totalling £stg.12 m. had been repaid in London, ‘These advances were 
made in 1940 to finanse Australian war commitments in Britain, Figures showing 
the net amount of London Funds held by the Australian financial system are not 
published, The disclosed gross holdings of the Camnonwealth Bank (gold and 
sterling reserve of the Note Issue Dept, and Money at short call in London of 
the General Banking Dep%.) however, inoreased substantially in 1942/43; viz. 


June November 
fAm, ELstoe Me Ee Estelle 
1942 6527 5160 7605 6160 
1943 85.8 6740 8505 68e2 


STOCK EXCHANGE. 


There is strong demand for a wide range of shares at maximum prices but the 
dearth of sellers limits dealings, 


All groups in the Statisticians Index of Share Prices, cxcept "Insurance", 
reflect further small gains in Novembcre 


INDEX OF SHARE PRICES ~ SYDNEY. 


Prices of ordinary shares » oxel, banks, Par Valuo = 100, 
(Compiled by N.S.We Govt. Statistician). 


Average for | Manufacturing i. Pastoral Total 54 
Month. & Insurance 75 Active 
Finange Companies | Shares 


1937 ~ Mar. 
1939 = Aug. 
1941 = Sept. 
1942 = Apri 
1943 = Aug. 


(a) Highest point recorded. 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS, 


With some diversion of savings to the 4th Liberty Loan, accumulations in 
savings banks in October and November wore smaller than in preceding months, The 
loan opened officially on October 5th and closed on November 9th, In NeSeWe the 
monthly inercase in depositors* balances fell from £346 me in September to 
&2e2 Me in October and £2 m in November; corresponding amounts in Australia 
were £1001 meg £604 mo and £525 tis 


In the five months ended November, 1943, deposits in savings banks in N.Sele 


inorcased by £1509 m. as compared with £9 m last year, The Australian inorease 
was £46 me this year against £24.35 me last year, 


/SANINGS 0 oe 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS: NeS.We. AND AUSTRALIA. 


NeSeWe AUSTRALI Ae 
‘ Inerease or Deposits Inerease or 
De 
ib eats ocee ss : Decrease(») || at end Decrease(#) 
in period | of period, in periods 
Year ended June; £000 £000 £000 £000 
tens o85 | gz 474 4, 458 245, 587 5,155 
1940. | 620314, (o) 5,365 236, 991 () 8, 596 
1944 |. 87,750 5 639 252, 254 1.5, 240 
pear Ite | 94, 538 6,788 27d 275 22 044 
1943 || 122,405 OF 5 867 357, 995 83,720 
Month: 1942-lug. |, 99, 727 25 396 290, 004 7,495 
- Sept. || 101,385 dy 658 295,396 5,395 
Oot. | 103, 585 2, 1.98 301, 454 6, 055 
Nov. || 104,930 4) 347 305, 927 4y 476 
1943—Art. 1.30, 549 3, 830 302, 015 14,745 
Septe 134, 1.63 3, 644 592,140 1.0, 125 
Octe | 186,526 25163 598, 597 6, 447 
Nov. || 136,528 2,002 _||_ 404,068 548i 


WAR SAVINGS CERTIFICATES. 


Sales of war savings certificates were stimula%ed by the loan compaign and the net 
amount in N.SeWe. during November was threo times the average of the four preceding 
months. The net Australian sales were more than doubled. 
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WAR SAVINGS GERTTRICATES: NBT SALES. . 


Nove 


1943 July Ags °- Sep te Octe 


Ne Ss} e We 
Australia 


RETATL TRADE, 


.. Sales in October, 1943, by a group of large Sydney stores declined by 9.9% as 
compared with October, 1942, Household Piece Goods (unrationed last year) 
declined by 43.3%, Furniture by 41,9% and Hardware by 51.4% Most apparel lines 
inereased; viz. Dress Piece Goods 58.1% Women's Wear 13.6% Boy's Wear 7—4% 
Boats and Shoes 669% 


In the ten months ended October sales declincd by 14%. and the valuo of stock 
at Sist Ootober was 91% lower than last years 


Cor ws Ee ed 


5Se 


RETAIL TRADE = EXPERIENCE OF LARGE SYDNEY STORES. 


Percentage Inorease (+) or Decrease (~) fram corresponding period of the previous 
years 


Year | June | July August September October Ten Monthg 
J an = Oct, 


Value of Salese 


Value of Stock. 


WHOLESALE TRADE, 


Sales by traders registered in NeSeWe under the Sales Tax Acts shar little 
advance on last year's high level, The amount in Ostover, 1943, was £0.9 my 
more than in the previous month but £123 me less than in October, 1942, For the 
ten months ended October, 1945, there was an ingrease of £128 me or slightly 
less than 1% 


SALES BY TRADERS REGISTSRED UNDER SALES TAX ACTSs NeSpWe 
TOTAL TAXABLE AND EXEMPT GOODS, | 


F million 


Month = April 15,8 17 9 
May 1765 1409 

June 14.9 A7ed 

July 15,3. 16.7 

August 16,8 1742 
Septenber 19.4 17.5 

October 19.2 1865 

Ten months Jang to Got. 16.4 167.6 
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PART IIt «INDUSTRIES, BTC. 


, GENERAL. 
‘ Electricity. for danestic purposes is to be sold at cheaper rates by the Sydney 


' County Gouncil after January 18th, the charge per primary mit being reduced 
: from Sd. to 4¢d, ‘The annual value of the reduction is about £70,000. 


A new Clothing Trades Award fixed the weekly wage payable to journeywomen at 
\ £5.178.3d., representing 75% (formerly about 54%) of the necds basic wage for 
adult males plus prospority loading 3s, and special loading 3s. in lieu of sick 
and holiday pay. 


i ; EMPLOYMENT IN NeSeWe 

The estimates, which exolude rural employees and household domestics, 

“ show a further increase of 1,300 in females auployed in October and a decreaso 
\, of 100 in males employed. The movement was virtually confined to private 
“employment in whioh the number of females inoreased by 1,200 and the nunber of 
‘males was unchanged from the previous month, ‘There was no change in total 

ri aa aa employment, an inorease of 100 females being offsot by a decrease of 
St ; MaALeS» 


NEW SOUTH WALES . 
ESTIMATED WAGE & SALARY EARNERS EMPLOYED (EXCL. RURAL WORKERS & HOUSEHOLD DOMESTIC). 


(Includes Civil Constructional Corps in NeSele ) 


. : ee cee 
‘ MALES, FEMALES, T O:-T A-Iy 


| Govt. Govt. Govt. 

“1 of ‘(Ctwith, | Private (Ctywith, | Prinnte (Ctwith,| Private 

rth State, Employ- |Total || State, State, Tmploy= Total 

Local & ers. Local & Local & ers 

i Allied). Allied). 7 

3 | 1000 1000 000 1000 |} 1000 #900 1000 
53566 || 19.4 144.5 |160.7 | 155.9 54064 69663 
56100 || 34s7 186.8 {208.5 || 165.2 606.3 769.5 
569,4 || 236.0 194.8 {217.8 || 167.3 619.9 787, 2x 
542.9 || 29.3 197.0 1226.5 || 1e7.9 58103 76942 
539,0 54,5 196,92 22802 || 188.4 578.8 767.26 
555.0 || S64 199.8  |236.2 || 192.0 579.2 T7102 
55402 || 387 20102 |239.9 || 194.9 57992 7741 
528.6 || 45.8 19967 |245.5 || 202.4 57147 a 
52868 || 4665 200.4 |246.9 || 202.4 573.3 TIGe7 


52765 || 4607 20109 1248.6 | 
527.2 || 46.8 203¢4 4909 || 20167 57504 | 77704. 


x November, 1941, highest recorded, g September, 1942, lowest sinoe November, 1944. 


TRANSPORT, 


Railways. Reductions in rail freights « valued at about £275,000 per year » took 
effect on January iste They include 10% on a wide range of dairy products and 
15% on fertilisors. 


Traffic returns for the month and five months ended 50th November exceeded 
last year's figures notwithstanding curtailment of services dating fram mid»October. 
In the case of goods and livestock tonnage the margin was small, Gross carnings 
showed moderate expansion but this was more than absorbed by higher working expenses, 
and net earnings were on a reduced scale, 


Te 

Figures for the five months ended November reflect the following increascs: 
passenger journeys 6y:: me (607%), goods and livestock 69,000 tons 0.8%) gross 
earnings £449,000 (501%). Net earnings declined by £558,000 ~ fran £4,925,000 
to Edy O67, 000, i 


NeSeWe GOVERNMENT RATLWAYS. 


Million ( Mil1ion £000 
Ae 45.235 f: Hoel. B, 612 


1505 78.0 10,075 — 


17,8 10,716 
2040 14, 4217 
2140 14, 876 


g Gross Earnings loss Working Expenses, available to pay Interest, ctos, on 
Railway loan debt, £607 me in 1942=43), 


Government Trams & *Bugos. Net oarnings are approoiably belay last years level, 
the deoline being £20,000 in the month and £78,000 (30%) in the five months 

ended November 30th, Passengor journeys were higher by 165 me and 9e4 ims 

(466%) in the respective periods, but gross earnings inereased by only £49,000 
in the five months as against an inoroaso of £127,000 in working expenses, 


NeSeWe GOVERNMENT TRAMS & BUSES = SYDNEY AND NUWCASTLE, 


9 Month of November Pive months ended Novembers 


Worleing Passenger | Gross |W orking | Not 
Earnings | Expenses | Earnings|| Journeys | Harnings 


Year |Passenger | Gross 
Journoys 


Millions Millions £000 
1939 | 312 15261 254, 
1940 | 54.2 16542 329 
19441 | 39.6 196,0 378 
1942 | 40.9 201.4 266 


42—4 210.8 


x Excluding Depreciation, g Gross Harnings less Working Expenses available | 
to pay Depreciation and Int., ctce, on Loan Debt, £569,000 in 1942435, 


MOTOR REGISTRATIONS. 


The rate at whioh motor vehicles are being placed in service is rising, ‘The 
November increase was 1,751 vehicles, including cars 999, lorries and vans 504, 
trailers 93, motor oycles 58. This is the largest increase in lorrics and vans 
and in all vehicles since October, 1942, when registrations started to rises — 
The inorcase in the mmber of carsy however, is smaller than 1,241 in December, 
1942. 


[MOTORs oeeess 
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MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED IN NoSpWe 


At end of Month, | Inorease. 
Vehicles July Nove Sept. Octs July %42 
1942 1945 1943 | 1943 +0 
eee | ; ra 55 
000 000 | 
Cars 170.0 175.9 453 743 999 By 904 
Lorries & Vans 7059 7453 383 430 694 | 8 OU 
All Vehicles 267 94 27559 || ~ 900 1,266 17751 | 8558 
! ee ee fe a 


& Pre-war peak, 9g Lowest wartime number of cars, 


‘Few new gars are being registerod but the registration of new lorrics and vans 
is inoreasing. These averaged 86 weekly, in November, 1943, the highest number 
since May, 1940, when the weekly average was 103." . 


NEW MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED:  AVGRACE WEEXLY NUMBER IN MNeSaWe 


( 


— LL oo oer 


; | 5 
Cars (ino). Cabs & Omnibuses) Lorries and Vans 


Septe Octe Now 


BULLDING. 


Goverment contracts let for buildings in NeS.We, £176,000 in November, 1945, 
were £59,000 more than in the previous month and £124,000 less than in November, 
1942. Permits for private buildings (new, alterations and additions) in the 
metropolis differed little from the low level of the carlicr months, 


November, October, Novembsr; 
19425 19454 2945. 
£000 £000 LOG 
Private: Penaits issued in 
Metropolis 85 104 94. 
Govermments Contracts let in 
Ne iS} oWs 299. 117 17 § 


Goverrment contracts have declined sharply from last yearts level and dirring 
the five months ended Novembow, 1943, wacvmted to £989,000, a drop of 42% over 
the same period private building permits in the metropolis increased slightly but 
were only one«eighth of the amount in 1940, Tho private pormits, £627,900, in 
1943. included £424,000 for factorkies. and £36,000 for dieiling houses, In 1942, 
permits (£541,000) included factories £442,000 and dwelling houses £27,000, 
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ESTIMATED COST OF PROPOSED BUILDINGS, NeS,We (Recorded Statistics). 


New Buildings, Altcrations & Additions (oxccpt  AsRePe ) 


Private Building 
(Pormits to Build) 


Periods Othor 
Motropolis} NeSeWe 
(As for as 


Rooorded) 
Thousands of £'Se 


Year onded 


June; 

1939 Not available Not Available, 
1.940 1,035 1, 537 12, 490 » 6, 5389 
1942 4,629 5, 640 7,298 7, 004 
1943 2, 847 2, 120 4, 247 2, 588 

Five Months 

ended Nov @ 
1939 6,168 Not | 
1940 5p Lad: Available, 
1942 1,080 
1943 1,237 


Public Building. 
(Ctie& State Govtse) Total 


